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Abstract: Seymour Chwast as a bright star
in the field of American concept image
design, his design career is not only a
brilliant display of personal talent, but also
a vivid footnote of the change of design
trend since the middle of the 20th century.
In that era of culture and art and
technological innovation, he opened up a
new world in the field of graphic design
with its unique perspective and unremitting
innovative spirit. Chwast's creation was
deeply influenced by the social-cultural
background of that time. In the middle of
the 20th century, the United States
coincided with the rise of "pop art". This
art movement emphasized the close
connection between art and life and
business, and advocated the integration of
mass cultural elements into artistic creation.
Chwast keenly captures this trend, and his
work is filled with deep insights and unique
interpretations of popular culture,
consumerism, and the trivialities of
everyday life. From advertising posters to
magazine covers, from book binding to
public art projects, Chwast can turn the
most mundane elements into visual
surprises, showing extraordinary creativity
in. The core of Chwast's design concept is
the pursuit of "freedom and unity". He
firmly believes that design should not only
be a tool of information transmission, but
also a carrier of emotion and concept. Thus,
in his works, functionality and artistry are
cleverly integrated, which not only meet the
practical needs, but also stimulate the
emotional resonance of the viewer.
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1. Introduction
Seymour Chwast, the bright stars and pioneers
in the field of graphic design, he painted a pen
as a staff, like magic weaving a colorful
picture scroll of contemporary design language.

Rooted in a deep understanding of traditional
art, he skillfully integrates the clever thinking
of modern design and creates a new era in the
field of design with his unique visual aesthetics.
Chwast's design journey is a simultaneous
exploration of both depth and experiment. He
keenly captures the pulse of society and
flexibly controls multiple media. Each work is
a brave leap across the boundaries of
creativity[1].
Looking back at his colorful career, Chwast's
design works all show the unique personality
and extraordinary creativity. His artistic
perspective is unique, combined with the
exquisite control of production technology,
giving the work a high degree of recognition
and visual impact. These works are not only
the presentation of a visual feast, but also the
artistic carrier of profound insight and
criticism of social culture[2]. They integrate
multiple elements, filled with fantastic ideas
and infinite innovation, challenge the
traditional framework, with novel forms and
unique visual narrative, and convey profound
information and emotional resonance.
Chwast's design achievements not only set a
benchmark in the field of art, but also had a
profound impact on commercial design,
opening up a fertile ground for inspiration for
newcomers. His works are like a lighthouse,
illuminating the way forward of designers,
encouraging them to make breakthroughs, and
constantly pursue the excellence and perfection
of design[3]. More importantly, with his keen
insight and active guidance of the development
trend of the graphic design industry, he has
injected vitality and direction into the whole
industry. His concept and spirit are like an
immortal torch, leading the development of the
design trend, leaving precious wealth and
endless inspiration.

2. Analysis of Seymour Chwast's Works

2.1 End Bad Breath
End Bad Breath (e.g., Figure 1. End Bad
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Breath)is a work of art with a strong visual
impact, which is a perfect fusion of his
profound social thinking and his unique
artistic style. This work with its bright color
contrast, exaggerated image performance
and profound metaphorical connotation.
In the use of color, Chwast boldly uses
bright and strongly contrasting colors to
attract the attention of the audience, and
conveys the sense of urgency and
importance through the psychological effect
of color. They are not only a visual feast,
but also an emotional carrier, conveying the
desire for peace and the aversion to war.
The choice and application of this color not
only enhances the artistic appeal of the
work, but also deepens the theme
expression of [4].
In terms of composition and image, Chwast
presents it in the form of cartoons, closely
linking the daily phenomenon of "halitosis"
with the cruelty of war through
exaggeration and deformation. The plane
bombing scenes depicted by the man and
the metaphorical relationship in the slogan
"End Bad Breath" are all profound
interpretations of the grand theme of war
and peace. This heterogeneous and
isomorphic artistic technique makes the
work have a strong visual impact, but also
gives the work a profound symbolic
significance.
From the perspective of social background
and cultural implication, End Bad Breath
was created during the Vietnam War, when
the global attention is paid to war and peace.
Through this work, Chwast expressed his
dissatisfaction and opposition to the United
States in the Vietnam War, calling for peace
and anti-war. As an artist, he conveys the
humanistic feelings of loving peace and
opposing war through his works, reflecting
his sense of social responsibility as an
intellectual. At the same time, the work also
reflects the attention and participation of
the post-war American design community
on political propaganda and social issues.
For later generations, End Bad Breath is not
only a work of profound artistic value, but
also an inspiring political declaration. It
inspired many designers to pay attention to
the expression of personal ideas and the
combination of artistry and functionality in
their creation, and also inspired people to

pay attention to and think about the social
issues of war and equality. The artistic
elements such as color, composition and
image in the works, as well as the artistic
techniques such as heterogeneous
isomorphism, have become a part of the
cultural symbols and are inherited and
developed by the designers and artists of
later generations.
To sum up, The End Bad Breath is an
outstanding work created by Chwast with
his unique artistic style and profound social
thinking. With its bright color, exaggerated
image and profound metaphor connotation,
it has successfully conveyed the humanistic
feelings against war and love peace, and has
exerted a profound influence on the later
generations.

Figure 1. End Bad Breath

2.2 Earth Day in New York
Earth Day in New York (e.g., Figure 2. Earth
Day in New York) is an outstanding poster
work that integrates artistic value and
profound social significance. This work
takes the commemoration of Earth Day,
skillfully integrates the theme of
environmental protection and visual art,
showing the deep concern and appeal for
environmental protection.
In terms of creation, Chwast takes the
American symbolic image of the Statue of
Liberty as the main body of the poster, and
gives it new life and moral meaning through
cartoonization and simplification. The head
of the goddess of Liberty, combined with
various environmental protection elements,
has formed a sharp contrast and a strong
visual impact, so that people can not help
but think deeply about environmental issues.
At the same time, the use of color and
orderly composition add infinite vitality and

Economic Society and Humanities Vol. 1 No. 4, 2024

121



vitality to this work, so that the audience
can appreciate its artistic beauty, but also
deeply feel the urgency and importance of
environmental protection.
Earth Day in New York is more than just a
poster, it's more of a powerful
environmental manifesto. In Chwast's
writing, the Goddess of Liberty is no longer
a simple symbol, but a messenger of
environmental protection, calling on people
to pay common attention to environmental
issues. This concept of environmental
protection across national boundaries and
beyond races makes this work have a
broader social influence and historical
significance. This representative work not
only shows the designer's outstanding talent
and unique artistic style, but also reflects
his sense of responsibility and mission as a
social citizen.

Figure 2. Earth Day in New York

3. A brief introduction to Seymour Chwast
Seymour Chwast is a designer with a unique
artistic style. He was born in 1931, in New
York, a strong artistic city. He has been full
of love for painting since childhood,
especially in illustration creation. At the age
of seven, Chwast's talent for painting was
already emerging, and his works were
particularly outstanding among his peers.
This dedication and enthusiasm for art are
increasing along with his growth. At the age
of 16, he successfully entered the page of
"Seventeen" magazine with his exquisite
illustration skills. This achievement not
only won him the initial recognition of the
industry, but also strengthened his
determination to continue to pursue his

artistic dream.
Seymour Chwast's works, whether in color
use, composition design or emotional
expression, show his deep artistic
foundation and keen insight. He is good at
drawing inspiration from his daily life and
transforming ordinary things into creative
and infectious works of art. At the same
time, he also pays attention to the
inheritance and innovation of traditional art,
integrates modern design concepts into it,
and creates design works with the sense of
The Times and cultural heritage. In short,
with his unique artistic style and
outstanding talent, has left a deep imprint
on the field of graphic design. His works
not only bring visual enjoyment to the
audience, but also stimulate people's
yearning and pursuit for a better life.
Chwast's study career laid a solid
foundation for his future glory. He
graduated from the Cooper State College of
Art, where he received systematic art
education and professional training,
constantly sharpening his skills and
creativity. In 1954, he made a decision of
great significance to his career. ——
founded the famous Bosh (Pushpin) group
company. The company became a broad
stage for him to display his talent and
creativity, where he poured his artistic
passion and led the new American visual
design movement [5] in the 20th century.
His design works are unique in style, full of
fantastic ideas and innovative spirit. He
boldly uses colors, shapes, and lines to
convey information and emotions in a
powerful way. His works often break the
shackles of tradition and give people a new
visual experience and spiritual shock.
Chwast's design philosophy emphasizes
personality, uniqueness, and social
responsibility. He believes that design is not
only for the pursuit of beauty, but also more
important is to be able to convey the
profound connotation and meaning. His
works often contain thinking and attention
to social reality, human nature and culture,
with a strong humanistic concern. He,
together with Fadao Fukuda of Japan and
Gunte Lamfort of Germany, is known as
"the world's three major graphic designers".
This praise fully reflects his outstanding
position and great influence in the field of
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graphic design. His work is not only widely
respected in the United States, but also has
a profound impact around the world. Many
designers draw inspiration from his works
to pass on and carry forward his design
concept and style.

4. Seymour Chwast's design style
This design industry giant, with its unique,
pioneering design style, dazzling in the vast
universe of art. His use of color, can be
called a visual revolution, fearless to
challenge the boundaries of traditional color
collocation. Chwast seems to be a color
magician, red, blue, yellow and other bright
colors wanton, they not only shine, but also
in the collision of unprecedented vitality
and tension, build a bold and harmonious
color universe, leading the audience to
shuttle in the edge of reality and fantasy [6].
In graphic design, Chwast's talent is even
more impressive. With his minimalist and
powerful lines, he sketched out the abstract,
concrete and imaginative images. These
images, whether exaggerated and deformed
characters, or symbols full of fantastic ideas,
all seem to have independent souls, telling a
unique and fascinating story. They are
humorous, hilarious, or bizarre, thought-
provoking, always can quickly catch the
audience's heartstrings, let people
appreciate, but also feel the deep thinking
behind the design [7].
In particular, Chwast is good at integrating
different elements across borders to create
refreshing design works. This integration is
not only the formal splicing, but also the
deep integration of culture, concept and
emotion. He can skillfully combine the
seemingly opposite elements such as
tradition and modernity, east and West,
concrete and abstraction to form a unique
visual language and convey the diversified
and inclusive design concept [8]. This
design concept not only broadens the
boundaries of design, but also brings a new
aesthetic experience to the audience [9].
In addition, Chwast's design works also
contain rich cultural connotation and social
significance. Through designing this
medium, he deeply reflects social
phenomena and cares for human nature
delicately, making design a bridge to
convey ideas and arouse resonance. His

works, like a silent book, record the
changes of The Times, reflect people's inner
world, and inspire people's yearning for and
pursuit of a better life.
In terms of concrete extension, Chwast's
design works not only affected the field of
graphic design at that time, but also
provided valuable inspiration and
inspiration for the later designers. His color
use, graphic processing and element fusion
techniques have become a classic case for
the latecomers to learn and draw lessons
from. At the same time, his enthusiasm and
persistent pursuit of design also inspires
countless young designers to have the
courage to explore and innovate, and
constantly promote the development and
progress of the design field [10].

5. Conclusion
Seymour Chwast, a giant in the design field,
has set off a field of visual and ideological
revolution in the field of design with his
unrestrained creativity and unparalleled
creativity. His works are not only an artistic
feast interwoven with colors and lines, but
also a profound insight into and reflection
on human nature, society and culture.
In his pen, each work seems to have a life,
they jump, breathing, telling a story about
beauty, love and responsibility. Chwast's
design concept, like a fresh wind, blew
away the old rules of the design industry
and injected new vitality and inspiration. He
is not only satisfied with the innovation and
breakthrough of the form, but also pays
more attention to the cultural connotation
and social responsibility behind the design.
In addition to his outstanding contributions
in the field of design, Chwast has also set a
new benchmark for design education and
research with his profound academic
literacy and humanistic care. He actively
participated in design education projects,
personally guiding young designers and
teaching his design philosophy and creative
experience. At the same time, he also
devoted himself to the research of design
theory, constantly exploring the essence of
design and the future development trend,
and injecting new impetus into the
development of design discipline.
Under the influence of Chwast, a large
number of excellent designers have

Economic Society and Humanities Vol. 1 No. 4, 2024

123



emerged in the design industry. They
inherited the innovative spirit and
humanistic care of Chwast, and used the
design to solve social problems and
promote social progress. They focus on
environmental protection, cultural
inheritance, social equity and other issues,
and convey positive values and world
outlook through their design works. The
rise of these young designers not only
enriches the diversity of the design field,
but also contributes to the building of a
more beautiful and harmonious world.
Looking ahead, with the rapid development
of science and technology and the
continuous progress of society, design will
play a more important role. We believe that
under the guidance of Seymour Chwast and
other predecessors, the design industry will
continue to explore the unknown, challenge
the limit, and create more creative and
humanistic design works. These works will
not only meet people's aesthetic needs, but
also lead people to think about the meaning
and value of life, and promote the society
towards a better direction.
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