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Abstract: The article explores the
optimization strategies for Guangzhou's
foreign trade dependence, focusing on three
major strategies: diversified market layout,
innovation-driven development strategy, and
coordinated development of service trade and
goods trade. It is pointed out that Guangzhou
needs to reduce its dependence on a single
market by diversifying its market layout,
enhance its core competitiveness in foreign
trade through implementing an innovation-
driven development strategy, and promote
the coordinated development of service trade
and goods trade to optimize its foreign trade
structure and achieve high-quality foreign
trade development. The implementation of
these strategies will help Guangzhou reduce
its foreign trade risks, enhance its
international competitiveness, and provide
strong support for the sustainable and
healthy development of the economy and
society.
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1. Introduction

The Work Plan for Promoting Cross-border
Trade Facilitation in Guangzhou in 2024 was
released, covering six major areas, including
customs clearance efficiency improvement, new
momentum of foreign trade, integration of
service goods trade, port intelligence, tax
optimization and  enterprise  satisfaction
improvement, with a total of 33 measures aimed
at strengthening customs clearance convenience
through reform and innovation. In the face of
high dependence on foreign trade and global
economic challenges, Guangzhou, as an
important foreign trade town, urgently needs to
optimize the foreign trade structure. This article
focuses on the three major paths of diversified
market layout, innovation-driven strategy and
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coordinated development of service trade and
goods trade, deeply analyzes the strategies to
reduce foreign trade risks and enhance
competitiveness, provides theoretical support
and practical blueprint for the sustainable
development of Guangzhou's foreign trade, and
helps Guangzhou move forward steadily in
global trade.

2. The Characteristics of Guangzhou's
Dependence on Foreign Trade

Guangzhou foreign trade has a profound impact
on the local economy, which is manifested in its
historical evolution and current status, policy
environment support, and the characteristics of
foreign trade dependence. These three aspects
are interrelated and jointly affect the Guangzhou
economy, showcasing the important role of
foreign trade in the Guangzhou economy.

2.1 Overview of the Historical Evolution and
Current Situation

As a shining pearl of China's foreign trade, the
historical context and current situation of
Guangzhou's  foreign  trade  dependence
profoundly reflect the long heritage and modern
transformation of the city's business prosperity.
Since ancient times, Guangzhou has been a
prosperous city recorded in the Book of Han,
with prosperous trade and prominent status. In
the mid-18th century, the "one trade" policy
pushed Guangzhou to the top of the country's
foreign trade and opened a brilliant chapter of
Guangzhou's foreign trade [1]. Entering modern
times, Guangzhou's foreign trade has gone
through wind and rain, from passive adaptation
to active embrace of globalization, showing its
indomitable vitality. After the reform and
opening up, Guangzhou's foreign trade has
ushered in a historic leap, becoming a strong
engine driving the growth of China's foreign
trade, and the total import and export volume
ranks the forefront of the country, highlighting
its important position in the global trade map.At
present,Guangzhou's foreign trade dependence is
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still stable, and shows a new look of
diversification and high added value. In the tide
of global economic integration, Guangzhou not
only consolifies its traditional advantages, but
also has the courage to explore emerging
markets,  optimize  export  structure,and
strengthen international competitiveness[2].At
the same time, the vigorous development of
service trade is leading a new chapter of opening
up in Guangzhou and injecting inexhaustible
impetus into the growth of foreign trade. All in
all, the history and current situation of
Guangzhou's foreign trade dependence fully
demonstrate its important position and role in
China and even the global trade. In the future,
with the in-depth development of globalization
and the continuous rise of China's economy,
Guangzhou's foreign trade is expected to
continue to maintain a steady growth trend, and
make greater contributions to the prosperity and
development of China and even the world
economy.

2.2 The Influence of Foreign Trade on
Guangzhou Economy

Guangzhou's foreign trade dependence, as an
important indicator to measure its economic
dependence on the international market, has a
profound impact on the city's economic
development track. For a long time, as an
important engine of Guangzhou's economic
growth, foreign trade not only directly promotes
the growth of GDP, but also promotes the
optimization and upgrading of industrial
structure  [3]. Specifically, through the
introduction of technology, market expansion
and capital accumulation, foreign trade activities
have promoted the development of Guangzhou's
manufacturing industry to the high-end and
intelligent direction, and enhanced the overall
competitiveness of the industrial chain. At the
same time, foreign trade has also promoted the
prosperity of the service industry, especially the
rapid development of producer services such as
financial services, logistics and transportation,
and information services, which has injected
new vitality into the economy of Guangzhou.
However, high dependence on foreign trade also
brings certain risks and challenges. The
fluctuation of the international market, the rise
of trade protectionism and the changes in the
global economic situation may have an impact
on Guangzhou's foreign trade, thus affecting the
stable growth of its economy. Therefore, while
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enjoying the dividends brought by foreign trade,
Guangzhou also needs to pay attention to
building a diversified market pattern,
strengthening its independent innovation ability,
and improving its ability to resist external risks.
In a word, Guangzhou's dependence on foreign
trade is not only an important support for its
rapid economic development, but also a key
factor for its cautious response to external
challenges. In the future, Guangzhou should
continue to deepen reform and opening up,
optimize the structure of foreign trade, and
promote the mutual promotion and coordinated
development of foreign trade and domestic trade,
so as to achieve high-quality and sustainable
development of the economy.

2.3 Policy Environment Support

One of the remarkable -characteristics of
Guangzhou's foreign trade dependence is that it
benefits from strong policy environment support.
In recent years, the Guangzhou Municipal
Government has actively responded to the
national opening-up strategy and introduced a
series of policies and measures aimed at
promoting the development of foreign trade,
providing a good development environment and
conditions for foreign trade enterprises [4]. At
the policy level, Guangzhou has continuously
optimized the business environment and created
a more convenient and efficient operating
environment for foreign trade enterprises by
simplifying the approval process, reducing
enterprise costs, improving service efficiency
and other measures. At the same time, the
government has also increased its support for
emerging trade forms, such as cross-border e-
commerce, service trade, etc., to encourage
enterprises to expand the international market
and enhance international competitiveness.

In addition, Guangzhou has also actively
participated in international economic and trade
cooperation, strengthened economic and trade
exchanges with countries and regions along the
Belt and Road Initiative, and promoted trade and
investment liberalization and facilitation. By
signing free trade agreements and establishing
bilateral or multilateral economic and trade

cooperation  mechanisms, foreign trade
enterprises are provided with a broader market
space and more development

opportunities[5].The support of these policy
environments not only enhances the stability of
Guangzhou's foreign trade dependence, but also
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enhances the confidence and motivation of
foreign trade enterprises for future development.
In the future, with the continuous optimization
of the policy environment and the continuous
change of the international trade environment,
Guangzhou's foreign trade is expected to
continue to maintain a steady growth trend and
make greater contributions to the sustainable
prosperity and development of Guangzhou's
economy.

3. Problems Existing in Guangzhou's Foreign
Trade Dependence

3.1 The risk of single foreign trade structure

The high degree of dependence on foreign trade
in Guangzhou is accompanied by the hidden
worry of the single structure of foreign trade,
which has become a stumbling block of
economic diversification and sustainable
development. At present, exports are excessively
concentrated in traditional areas such as
electronic information, textiles and clothing,
resulting in a highly sensitive economy to
fluctuations in the international market. Once the
major export market changes, such as shrinking
demand or increasing trade barriers, it will
directly shake the stability of the industrial chain,
affect the operation and employment of
enterprises, and threaten economic security. The
single structure of foreign trade not only restricts
the potential of economic diversification, but
also weakens the ability to resist risks.

In the tide of global economic integration, it is
difficult for a single foreign trade structure to

control the complex and changeable
international market. In order to break the
situation, Guangzhou should consolidate

traditional advantageous industries on the one
hand, and accelerate the cultivation of emerging
industries to enhance the technological content
and added value of export products; On the other
hand, we should actively explore emerging
markets, reduce dependence on the single
market, and build a diversified and balanced
foreign trade pattern. This is not only the only
way to reduce the risk of foreign trade
dependence, but also a key measure to promote
the high-quality development of Guangzhou's
economy.

3.2 Lack of Innovation Capacity

Behind the high degree of dependence on
foreign trade in Guangzhou, the lack of
innovation ability has become a shackle of
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transformation and upgrading.Traditional labor-
intensive and resource-consuming industries
dominate the growth of foreign trade, lacking
the endogenous force of innovation. Specifically,
technology  research and  development
investment is insufficient, the proportion of
enterprise innovation investment is low, it is
difficult to support the development of high
value-added products; The mechanism for
training and introducing innovative talents is not
perfect, high-end scientific research and
innovation talents are scarce, and the innovation
ecology has yet to be built. The low efficiency

of the transformation  of  innovation
achievements and the  poor  market
transformation of scientific research

achievements affect the actual contribution of
innovation to the economy.

This situation makes Guangzhou's foreign trade
Mired in low value-added and low price
competition, and it is difficult to occupy an
advantage in the global value chain. Therefore,
strengthening innovation ability, improving the
technical content and added value of foreign
trade products is the key to Guangzhou's foreign
trade dependence and achieving high-quality
development. It is necessary to increase policy
support, encourage enterprises to invest in
research and development, improve the
mechanism of talent introduction and education,
smooth the channels of achievement
transformation, build an open and collaborative
innovation system, inject new impetus into
foreign trade growth, and lead Guangzhou's
foreign trade to a new chapter of high-quality
development.

3.3 The Development of Trade in Services is
Lagging

Among the problems of Guangzhou's foreign
trade dependence, the lagging service trade is a
major challenge, which limits the diversification
of foreign trade structure and economic
transformation and upgrading. At present, the
scale of Guangzhou's service trade is limited, its
proportion is low, and it focuses on traditional
labor-intensive fields. The development of
knowledge and technology-intensive services
lags behind, which weakens its global
competitiveness. This phenomenon is rooted in
the lack of market opening, the weak
competitiveness of enterprises and the imperfect
talent mechanism.
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In order to crack this bureau, Guangzhou needs
to accelerate the development of service trade
and optimize the structure of foreign trade. We
will deepen reform of trade in services, relax
market access, strengthen the cultivation and
introduction of enterprises, and raise the level of
internationalization. At the same time,
strengthen the training and introduction of
service trade talents, build a comprehensive
talent system, and inject vitality into service
trade.Through the above measures, Guangzhou
is expected to stimulate the potential of service
trade, promote the upgrading of foreign trade
structure, reduce the risk of foreign trade
dependence,enhance the overall competitiveness
of foreign trade and sustainable development
ability, and lay a solid foundation for high-
quality economic development.

4. Optimization Countermeasures  of
Guangzhou's Foreign Trade Dependence

4.1 Diversified Market Layout

In view of the problem of excessive dependence
on foreign trade in Guangzhou, the
implementation of diversified market layout has
become a key countermeasure. At present,
Guangzhou's foreign trade market is highly
concentrated in traditional developed economies
such as the United States and the European
Union. This single market structure not only
limits the potential of foreign trade growth, but
also increases the risk of being affected by
external economic fluctuations. Therefore, it is
necessary to actively explore emerging markets
and form a multi-level and diversified
international market pattern. The specific
implementation plan is shown in Table 1.
Through the implementation plan of Table 1,
Guangzhou can gradually diversify its market
structure and reduce its dependence on the
foreign trade market, so as to improve the
stability and sustainability of foreign trade and
support the high-quality development of the
economy.

4.2  Innovation-Driven
Strategy

In the face of the challenges brought by
Guangzhou's high dependence on foreign trade,
the implementation of innovation-driven
development strategy has become a key path.
Innovation-driven can not only improve the
technical content and added value of export
products, enhance international competitiveness,

Development
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but also promote the optimization and upgrading
of foreign trade structure and reduce the
dependence on the single market. The specific
implementation plan is shown in Table 2.

Table 1. Implementation Plan for Diversified

Ma

rket Layout

Serial
number

work content

specific measures

Market
research and|
analysis

Master the needs and
characteristics of different
markets to provide a basis for
roduct exports.

Develop
diversified
market
development
strategy

al

Explicitly explore emerging
markets and deepen|
cooperation with neighboring
countries

Provide
policy
support
guidance

and|

Develop preferential lending,
export risk guarantee and
other policies to reduce the
cost of enterprises to develop|
the market.

Strengthen
communicati
on
cooperation
with the]
international
imarket

anditrade rules

Take an active part in the
formulation of international
and create 4
favorable external
environment for the
development of Guangzhou's|
foreign trade.

Organize the

export of

marketable
roducts

IAdjust the product structure
and export strategy based onl
the results of market research
to increase export share.

Monitor and
evaluate the
effect of]
imarket layout

Regularly evaluate the effect
of diversified market layout
and adjust to ensure the
optimization of foreign trade
dependence.

Table 2. Specific Implementation Plan for
Innovation-Driven Development Strategy

Serial |Optimization .
specific measures
number| strategy
Increase  investment  in|
scientific and technological
innovation, encourage
nnovation- enterprise technology
. research and development
1 driven . X .
and independent innovation,
development .
promote the upgrading of
traditional industries, and|
develop high-tech and|
strategic emerging industries.
Strengthen the cooperation|
Industry- between industry, universities|
University- [and research institutions,
2 o
Research promote the application of
cooperation |scientific and technological
achievements, and build an|
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integrated innovation system innovate model innovation of service
of industry, universities and| service trade enterprises.
research institutions. models
Cultivate new formats such Strengthen . .
. Promote the integration off
as cross-border e-commerce the linkage .
both in the supply
and market procurement| between trade |, . . . .
Industry- . . . chain/industrial ~chain  and|
. . trade, use the big data of the in services . .
University- . . . lestablish a bilateral trade
3 Internet to improve foreign and trade in . .
Research . cooperation mechanism.
. trade efficiency, and| goods
cooperation . . .
encourage online and offline Actively
integration to reduce costs cultivate new |Develop digital, cultural trade
and increase efficiency. formats and |and other emerging service
new models (ftrade fields to create new
Through  the  implementation of  the of service  |growth points.
countermeasures shown in Table 2, Guangzhou trade
can promote the optimization of its foreign trade I?Ereasefthe Oroani , q
dependence, and realize the strong support for ettort of reanize service  trade
. . . expanding the |enterprises to participate in
the high-quality development of foreign trade ) . X . o
d th inabl d healthy devel ¢ international |[international exhibitions and
and the sustaina ¢ an ealthy development o market of establish overseas marketing
economy ?Hd society. _ _ trade in networks.
4.3Trade in services and trade in goods will services
develop in tandem Cooperate with colleges and|
In the strategy of optimizing Guangzhou's cultivate universities to set up related
foreign trade dependence, it is particularly talents in majors in service trade and
important to promote the coordinated service trade (carry out talent training
development of service trade and goods trade. i rojects.
With the profound adjustment of the global iStili’thi?na Establish a statisticall
economic structure, trade in services has become an(zi orng monitoring platform for trade
an important part of international trade and plays evaluation in services and regularly|
an irreplaceable role in enhancing the system for publish  reports  on  the
comprehensive competitiveness of foreign trade. trade in development of trade in
As a large foreign trade city, Guangzhou has a services Services.
strong basis for trade in goods, but it should also Provide Cooperate ~ with  financial
see that the development of service trade is inancial institutions to provide]
relatively lagging behind, failing to give full support to financial services such as
play to its role in supporting and promoting service trade PPecial loans and  insurance
trade in goods. Therefore, realizing the enterprises prOducFS for service tradg
coordinated development of trade in services i CNEerprises. i
in all, promoting the coordinated

and trade in goods is an important way to reduce
the dependence on foreign trade and optimize
the structure of foreign trade. The specific
implementation plan is shown in Table 3.
Table 3. Implementation Plan for the Coordinated
Development of Trade in Services and Trade in
Goods

Serial
number

Optimization

specific measures
strategy | P !

.. Develop and improve policies
Oplt.1m1ze the for the development of trade
| I; r?vlicril)nment in services, and provide
. incentive measures such as tax
oftrjade mn preferential ~ treatment and
pervices financial support..
IAn innovation development
fund should be established to
support technological and

Encourage
2 |service trade
enterprises to
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development of trade in services and trade in
goods is an inevitable choice to optimize
Guangzhou's foreign trade dependence and
enhance its comprehensive foreign trade
competitiveness. By  strengthening policy
guidance and support and promoting the deep
integration of the two, Guangzhou will be able
to optimize and upgrade its foreign trade
structure and provide strong support for the
sustainable and healthy development of the
economy and society.

5. Conclusion

By analyzing the current situation and
challenges of Guangzhou's foreign trade
dependence, this paper puts forward three
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optimization  countermeasures:  diversified
market layout, innovation-driven development
strategy and coordinated development of service
trade and goods trade. These measures aim to
reduce the dependence of Guangzhou's foreign
trade on the single market, enhance the core
competitiveness of foreign trade, optimize the
structure of foreign trade, and achieve high-
quality development of foreign trade. By
implementing these countermeasures,
Guangzhou will be able to better cope with the
changes in the global economic situation, reduce
foreign trade risks, enhance international
competitiveness, and inject new impetus into the
sustainable and healthy development of the
economy and society.
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