Higher Education and Practice Vol. 1 No. 6, 2024

G Academic Education
ket Publishing House

-AE

Teaching Practice and Innovation of Green Chemistry in Higher
Vocational Chemical Engineering Education

Lugqi Zhao'-2
!Philippine Women's University, Manila, Philippines
’Pingdingshan polytechnic college, Pingdingshan, Henan, China

Abstract: As the demand for sustainable
development intensifies, the integration of
green chemistry into chemical engineering
education has become increasingly crucial.
This study explores innovative teaching
practices of green chemistry within
vocational chemical engineering programs.
Specifically, it incorporates project-based
learning  approaches and  hands-on
laboratory experiments, directly involving
students in applying green chemical
principles. This approach aims to deepen
students' understanding of sustainable
practices while enhancing their
environmental consciousness. The study's
findings suggest that this educational model
significantly improves students' practical
skills and innovation capabilities. It also

fosters a greater appreciation and
understanding of sustainable chemical
processes. Additionally, the research

highlights the effectiveness of integrating
real-world environmental challenges into
the curriculum, which not only engages
students but also prepares them for future
challenges in the field. To further advance
the role of green chemistry in vocational
education, the paper proposes several
teaching strategies. These include updating

course content with the latest green
chemical technologies, employing
interdisciplinary teaching methods, and

enhancing collaboration between academic
institutions and the chemical industry. Such
strategies are designed to cultivate a more
dynamic educational environment and
promote the in-depth development of green
chemistry skills among students.
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1. Introduction

As the world faces challenges with
environmental issues and resource limitations,
the concept of sustainable development has
increasingly garnered attention across all
sectors of society. Chemical engineering, a
field with extensive industrial applications,
plays a crucial role in driving societal
sustainability through shifts in educational and
research orientations [1]. Green chemistry has
emerged in this context as a vital science
aimed at reducing or eliminating harm to
human health and the environment from
chemicals and chemical processes, becoming
an indispensable part of chemical engineering
education.

In vocational education for chemical
engineering, curricular reform is particularly
critical [2]. This stage of education aims not
only to impart theoretical knowledge but also
to focus on skill and practical ability
development. However, traditional teaching
models  often  emphasize  foundational
chemistry and engineering techniques, lacking
systematic integration and practical instruction
in green chemistry concepts [3]. This
limitation restricts students' understanding of
the importance of green chemistry and their
capacity to apply these principles in their
future careers.

Green chemistry education is gradually being
adopted and promoted by many higher
education institutions both domestically and
internationally [4]. Educators and researchers
are exploring ways to integrate green
chemistry principles into chemical engineering
education to cultivate engineers who are not
only well-grounded in chemical engineering
but also equipped with a mindset for
sustainable development. This reform in
teaching models is crucial not only for the
quality of student education but also for their
future abilities to promote sustainable practices
in the chemical industry.
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This study aims to analyze the teaching
practices and innovations of green chemistry in
vocational chemical engineering education and
discuss effective teaching strategies and course
designs for integrating green chemistry
principles and practices into chemical
engineering education [5]. By adopting
teaching methods such as project-based
learning and laboratory experiments, this
research hopes to deepen students' knowledge,
enhance their skills, and foster their innovation
capabilities.

Project-based learning is particularly suitable
for teaching green chemistry as it emphasizes
active  student engagement, effectively
combining theory with practice by solving
real-world problems to deepen understanding
of green chemistry principles and applications.
Additionally, laboratory experiments are a key
component for understanding and applying
green chemistry concepts. By arranging
experiments related to green chemistry,
students can directly observe and analyze the
environmental impacts of chemical reactions,
thereby learning how to optimize processes to
reduce environmental burdens.

The core goal of this study is to provide
effective teaching models and strategies for
green chemistry education in vocational
chemical engineering, driving innovation in
content and methods to ultimately promote
sustainable development within the chemical
industry [6]. By thoroughly exploring the
implementation effects of this educational
model and potential improvements, this
research aims to provide strong theoretical and
practical support for the global green
transformation of chemical engineering
education.

2. Literature Review

The global development of green chemistry
education focuses on integrating
environmental and sustainability principles
into chemical science curricula [7]. This paper
investigates  through case studies the
innovative teaching methods implemented in
vocational education for green chemistry.
Vocational education, with its emphasis on
skill training and job readiness, provides an
ideal platform for the application of green
chemistry principles but also presents several
challenges, such as the need for skilled
instructors and adequate laboratory resources
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[8]. Case studies from the Netherlands and the
United States demonstrate that integrating
green chemistry into curricula is not only
feasible but also  enhances  student
employability, reduces the environmental
impact of educational practices, and
strengthens  the  connections  between
educational institutions and the green economy.
These successful examples of teaching
innovations offer valuable insights and
inspiration for chemical engineering education
globally.

2.1Green Chemistry Education

Research on green chemistry education has
expanded globally, emphasizing the integration
of environmental and sustainability principles
in chemical science curricula. The main
content of green chemistry education often
includes topics such as waste prevention, the
design of safer chemicals and products, the use
of renewable feedstocks, and energy efficiency.
Teaching methods have evolved from
traditional lectures to more interactive and
participatory approaches like problem-based
learning, laboratory experiments, and group
projects, which are designed to enhance
students’ engagement and practical
understanding of green chemistry. The
effectiveness of these methods has been
documented in various studies, which report
improvements in students’ environmental
awareness, problem-solving  skills, and
readiness to implement green solutions in
professional settings.

2.2Characteristics of Vocational Education

Vocational education, known for its focus on
skill-based training and job readiness, presents
both opportunities and challenges for the
integration of green chemistry [9]. This
educational level is characterized by its direct
connection to specific industries and its
emphasis on practical skills, making it an ideal
setting for applying green chemistry principles
that require both theoretical knowledge and
practical skills. However, challenges arise
from the need for instructors who are
proficient in both vocational training and the
principles of sustainability, as well as the need
for laboratories and resources equipped to
handle green chemistry practices. The
curriculum must balance technical skills with a
broader environmental and ethical perspective,
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which is essential for training students to make
decisions that favor sustainability.

2.3Case Studies of Teaching Innovations
Several successful case studies illustrate
innovative approaches to implementing green
chemistry in vocational education across
different disciplines and countries. For
instance, in the Netherlands, vocational
programs in chemical engineering have
incorporated green chemistry modules that
include sustainable design projects and
industrial internships with companies focused
on green technologies. Another example can
be found in the United States, where
community  colleges  have  developed
partnerships with local industries to provide
students with hands-on experience in green
chemistry applications, such as green solvent
replacements and energy-efficient
manufacturing processes. These case studies
not only demonstrate the feasibility of
integrating green chemistry into vocational
education but also highlight the benefits of
such integration, including enhanced student
employability, reduced environmental impact
of educational practices, and strengthened ties
between educational institutions and the green

economy.
These segments of the literature review
collectively  provide a  comprehensive

understanding of the current state of green
chemistry education, the particular dynamics
of vocational education that affect its
implementation, and practical examples of
how innovative teaching strategies can
successfully bridge the gap between theoretical
knowledge and industry application.

3. Research Methods

This study employs a mixed-method approach,
integrating case studies and experimental
research to thoroughly examine green
chemistry teaching in vocational chemical
engineering education. It assesses both
qualitative and quantitative data—through
interviews, observations, surveys, and student
performance assessments—to analyze the
impact and efficacy of these educational
practices. The implementation involves
meticulously selecting teaching content that
encompasses key green chemistry principles
and real-world applications, designing
interactive and practical teaching methods like
project-based  learning and  laboratory
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experiments, and developing varied assessment
methods to evaluate students’ theoretical and
practical competencies. This comprehensive
strategy ensures that green chemistry education
is dynamic and responsive to industry
developments and  educational needs,
enhancing the effectiveness of vocational
training in this critical area.

4. Teaching Practices

In vocational chemical engineering education,
the design and implementation of the green
chemistry course play a crucial role in
cultivating students' awareness and skills for
environmentally friendly chemical practices.
This section elaborates on the teaching
objectives, course content, teaching methods,
and materials used, including interactive
lectures, group discussions, problem-solving
learning, and laboratory experiments aimed at
enhancing students’ practical skills and
problem-solving abilities. Particularly through
project-based  learning and  laboratory
experiments, students gain a profound
understanding and hands-on experience with
the core principles of green chemistry, such as
atom economy and the use of renewable
materials, effectively bridging theory with
practical application. These teaching practices
not only deepen students’ technical skills but
also strengthen their sense of environmental
responsibility, laying a solid foundation for
their future careers in chemical engineering.

4.1 Course Design

In vocational chemical engineering education,
the design of the green chemistry course is
strategically developed to cultivate students'
awareness and  skills necessary  for
environmentally friendly chemical practices.
The course is structured with clear teaching
objectives that focus on enabling students to
thoroughly  understand and effectively
implement the core principles of green
chemistry. These principles include atom
economy, which emphasizes the efficient use
of raw materials; the wuse of renewable
materials to replace non-renewable resources;
improving energy efficiency in chemical
reactions and processes; and the minimization
of waste, thereby reducing environmental
impact.

The course content is meticulously planned to
cover not only the basic concepts of green
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chemistry but also to delve into advanced
green technologies such as green synthesis
pathways, which explore alternative methods
that are less harmful to the environment.
Additionally, the curriculum integrates case
studies from real-world industrial applications
of green chemistry, providing students with
insights into how these practices are
implemented in actual production settings and
the challenges involved.

Teaching methods for the course are designed
to be highly interactive and participatory.
Lectures are not merely didactic but are
structured to encourage active learning and
critical thinking. Group discussions are
facilitated to allow students to exchange ideas
and debate on various green chemistry topics,
thereby enhancing their analytical skills.
Problem-based  learning  activities  are
incorporated to challenge students to apply
what they have learned to solve specific
environmental issues related to chemical
engineering. Laboratory experiments are a
crucial component of the course, where
students get hands-on experience with green
chemistry techniques, such as using safer
solvents and designing syntheses that minimize
toxic byproducts.

The teaching materials selected for the course
are comprehensive and tailored to support both
theoretical knowledge and practical skills.
Textbooks chosen for the course are up-to-date
with the latest developments in green
chemistry. Online resources provide additional
learning materials that students can access to
deepen their understanding. Laboratory
manuals are specifically developed to guide
students through green chemistry experiments
safely and effectively. Furthermore, case
studies included in the course materials
showcase successful examples of green
chemistry in industry, providing students with
practical models that they can aspire to
replicate in their future careers.

This holistic approach to course design ensures
that students in  vocational chemical
engineering programs are not only informed
about the principles of green chemistry but are
also proficient in applying these principles in
practical  settings, equipped with the
knowledge and skills needed to contribute to a
more  sustainable and  environmentally
responsible chemical industry.

Higher Education and Practice Vol. 1 No. 6, 2024

78

4.2 Teaching Activities

Teaching activities in the green chemistry
course are structured around project-based
learning and laboratory experiments to
maximize hands-on experience and develop
problem-solving skills. In the project-based
learning component, students are actively
involved in designing and implementing
projects that are directly related to green
chemistry. Projects might include developing
new sustainable synthesis routes, redesigning
existing chemical processes to minimize
environmental impacts, or creating solutions to
reduce waste and energy use in industrial
settings. This pedagogical approach not only
deepens students' understanding of green
chemistry principles but also fosters skills in
innovation, critical thinking, and effective
teamwork. It encourages students to think
critically about the environmental
consequences of chemical processes and to
devise practical, sustainable alternatives.these
projects often involve collaboration with local
industries or research centers, providing
students with the opportunity to engage with
professionals in the field and gain insights into
real-world applications of green chemistry.
This integration of academic learning with
industry experience enhances the relevance of
their educational experience and prepares
students for the professional challenges they
will face after graduation.

In laboratory experiments, the course
incorporates a variety of hands-on activities
that allow students to apply green chemistry
principles in a controlled environment. These
experiments are designed to teach students
how to wuse non-toxic solvents, optimize
reaction conditions to maximize yield while
minimizing  energy  consumption, and
implement techniques for recycling or safely
disposing of chemical waste. The labs are
equipped with modern equipment and follow
sustainable practices, mirroring the setups they
might encounter in a professional chemical
engineering context.

Safety and sustainability are emphasized in
every lab session, with students learning to
assess the environmental impact of their
experiments and exploring ways to reduce
their footprint. Additionally, the experiments
are often linked to the project-based activities,
allowing students to test and refine their
project ideas through empirical methods.
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These teaching activities are supplemented by
simulations and virtual lab experiences,
especially beneficial in scenarios where
resources or access to physical lab spaces are
limited. These simulations provide an
interactive platform for students to visualize
complex reactions and understand the
molecular mechanisms of green chemistry
without the need for physical materials.

By combining project-based learning with
dynamic laboratory experiments, the course
effectively enhances students' technical skills
and environmental consciousness. This
comprehensive approach ensures that students
not only learn about green chemistry but also
appreciate its importance and application in
creating a sustainable future in chemical
engineering. Through these activities, students
are well-prepared to contribute positively to
the field, equipped with the knowledge, skills,
and ethical grounding necessary for a
successful career.

5. Implementation Effects and Evaluation

5.1Student Feedback

Collecting and analyzing student feedback is
crucial in assessing the effectiveness of the
green chemistry course. Feedback focuses on
three main areas: knowledge acquisition, skill
application, and attitude change. Firstly,
students generally report that interactive
lectures and project-based learning have
deepened their understanding of core concepts
and principles of green chemistry. For example,
students can explicitly describe the importance
of atom economy and sustainable synthesis
pathways, supporting their views with specific
cases during discussions.

Regarding skill application, students note that
laboratory experiments and project
implementations have greatly enhanced their
practical abilities and problem-solving skills.
Specifically, by applying green chemistry
principles in the lab, such as using non-toxic
solvents and optimizing reaction conditions,
students learn how to reduce environmental
impacts in practice. Additionally, project-
based learning encourages students to apply
this knowledge in real-world settings, like
collaborating with local businesses on
environmental projects, which not only
improves their professional skills but also
enhances their sense of  vocational
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responsibility.

In terms of attitude change, the majority of
students express a deeper awareness and more
proactive attitude toward environmental
protection and sustainable development after
participating in the course. They report being
more conscious of the chemical industry’s
environmental impacts and consider using
green chemistry solutions in their daily lives
and future career planning.

5.2 Teaching Evaluation

To systematically evaluate the effectiveness of
teaching practices in green chemistry, a variety
of assessment tools and methods are employed
to provide a comprehensive understanding of
student learning outcomes. These tools include
exams, assignments, project evaluations, peer
reviews, and reflective journals, each serving a
distinct purpose in assessing different aspects
of student performance. Exams primarily focus
on evaluating students' understanding of green
chemistry theory. These assessments are
conducted through a combination of regular
written tests, online quizzes, and cumulative
exams at the end of the course. Written tests
and quizzes are designed not only to gauge
students' comprehension of fundamental
concepts but also to test their ability to apply
theoretical knowledge to specific scenarios.
For instance, questions might ask students to
identify the most environmentally sustainable
chemical pathway for a given reaction or to
calculate the atom economy of a process. The
cumulative exams are more comprehensive,
covering the entire course content and
requiring students to demonstrate a deeper and
more integrated understanding of green
chemistry principles.

Assignments and project evaluations take a
more hands-on approach to assessment,
emphasizing the practical application of
knowledge and the development of innovative
solutions to real-world problems. Assignments

often involve detailed case studies where
students must analyze existing chemical
processes and propose modifications or

alternatives that align with green chemistry
principles. For example, an assignment might
require students to assess the environmental
impact of a common industrial process and
suggest improvements such as the use of
renewable feedstocks or the reduction of
hazardous byproducts. These tasks are
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designed to encourage critical thinking and the
application of classroom knowledge to
practical challenges.

Project evaluations are another critical
component of the assessment process. These
evaluations are conducted on projects that
students undertake as part of their project-
based learning activities. The criteria for
project evaluations include creativity, where
students are assessed on their ability to devise
novel solutions to environmental challenges;
practicality, which examines whether the
proposed solutions can be realistically
implemented in an industrial setting;
environmental impact, which looks at the
potential positive outcomes of the project on
sustainability; and teamwork capabilities,
where the effectiveness of collaboration among
team members is considered. The projects are
often presented to the class or even to industry
partners, providing an additional layer of real-
world validation.

Peer reviews are also incorporated into the
evaluation process, allowing students to assess
each other's contributions to group projects.
This not only fosters a sense of accountability
but also helps students develop critical
evaluation skills. Peer feedback can highlight
areas where students excel and identify
opportunities for improvement, contributing to
a more holistic learning experience. Reflective
journals serve as a self-assessment tool, where
students document their learning journey,
challenges faced, and how their understanding

of green chemistry has evolved over the course.

These journals provide insights into students'
thought processes, their engagement with the
material, and their personal growth in terms of
environmental awareness and responsibility.

Through these comprehensive and
multifaceted assessment methods, instructors
gain a detailed understanding of each student's
progress in terms of knowledge acquisition,
skill application, and attitudinal changes
towards environmental responsibility. The
continuous nature of these assessments allows
for timely feedback and the opportunity to
make necessary adjustments to teaching
methods and course content. For example, if a
particular concept is consistently
misunderstood by students, the instructor can
revisit and clarify this concept in subsequent
classes or provide additional resources to
support learning. This continuous assessment
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and feedback mechanism plays a crucial role in
ensuring that the course objectives are met. It
allows instructors to identify not only the
strengths and weaknesses of individual
students but also areas where the course itself
might need refinement. By regularly analyzing
assessment data, instructors can optimize the
curriculum, introduce new teaching strategies,
and ensure that students are not only meeting
the required academic standards but also
developing the skills and attitudes necessary to

become responsible and innovative
professionals in the field of chemical
engineering.

In conclusion, the use of diverse assessment
tools ensures a robust evaluation of student
performance in green chemistry education,
supporting both their academic growth and the
overarching goals of sustainability education.

6. Discussion

In the vocational chemical engineering green
chemistry course, we have encountered a series
of teaching challenges and issues. These
challenges affect not only the effectiveness of
the course but also the motivation and
outcomes of the students. This section will
explore these specific problems and challenges
in teaching practices and propose targeted
solutions and suggestions for teaching
improvements, aiming to optimize the course
structure and enhance the quality of teaching to
better meet educational objectives and student
needs.

6.1 Problems and Challenges

In the implementation of the green chemistry
curriculum, several challenges have emerged
that hinder effective teaching and learning.
One major challenge is the lack of sufficient
resources, such as modern laboratory
equipment and materials needed to conduct
advanced green chemistry experiments. This
limitation often prevents students from gaining
hands-on experience with cutting-edge green
technologies. Another significant challenge is
the existing knowledge gap among students,
particularly those who may not have a strong
background in basic chemistry concepts, which
are crucial for understanding more complex
green chemistry principles. The integration of
theoretical ~ knowledge  with  practical
applications has been problematic. Many
students find it difficult to apply theoretical
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concepts learned in lectures to real-world
problems encountered in laboratory settings or
during project work. Additionally, there is a
need for more qualified instructors who are not
only well-versed in green chemistry but also

skilled in pedagogical strategies that
effectively convey complex concepts to
students.

To address these challenges, several solutions
can be implemented. Enhancing the laboratory
facilities and providing additional resources
would enable more comprehensive
experimentation. Bridging the knowledge gap
could be achieved through supplemental
instruction sessions or integrated pre-course

modules that review basic chemistry principles.

To improve the integration of theory and
practice, case studies and simulation software
could be introduced to provide more realistic
and applicable learning scenarios. Recruiting
and training educators with specialized
knowledge in green chemistry and educational
methodologies is also crucial.

6.2 Suggestions for Improvement

Based on the outcomes and challenges
observed, several recommendations can be
made to improve the teaching of green
chemistry in vocational chemical engineering
education. First, it is essential to update and
expand the teaching resources, including
textbooks and online materials, to cover the
latest developments in green chemistry.
Investing in lab equipment and safety
measures will enhance the practical training
aspects of the course. Developing a more
structured and comprehensive curriculum that
progressively builds from basic to more
complex concepts can help students better
understand and retain the material. Including
interdisciplinary content that connects green
chemistry with economic and environmental
policies can also enrich students' learning
experiences. Enhancing collaboration with
industries that practice green chemistry can
provide students with internship opportunities
and exposure to real-world challenges and
solutions. This not only aids in practical
learning but also helps in job placement after
graduation.

By addressing these challenges and
implementing the suggested improvements, the
vocational chemical engineering programs can
more effectively equip students with the
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knowledge, skills, and attitudes necessary to
succeed in the evolving field of green
chemistry.

7. Conclusion

7.1 Research Summary

This study provides an in-depth analysis of the
teaching practices of green chemistry in
vocational chemical engineering education,
revealing the effectiveness and feasibility of
this educational model. The research shows
that the implementation of green chemistry
courses significantly enhances students'
environmental awareness, theoretical
knowledge, and practical skills. Specifically,
the combination of interactive lectures,
project-based  learning, and laboratory
experiments not only deepens students'
understanding of core green chemistry
principles but also equips them with the ability
to apply this knowledge in real-world
scenarios. Feedback from students indicates
that, upon completing the course, they have
developed a more positive attitude towards
environmental protection and sustainable
development and are more attentive to these
issues in their daily lives and career planning.
The study identifies challenges in teaching
practices, such as resource limitations,
knowledge gaps, and difficulties in integrating
theory with practice. However, these
challenges were effectively mitigated through
adjustments in teaching strategies, increased
resource allocation, and enhanced teacher
training. Overall, this study confirms the
importance and potential of green chemistry
education in vocational education and provides
valuable insights and recommendations for
future course design and educational practices.

7.2 Future Research Directions

Although this study has achieved certain
results, there are still many areas worth
exploring in future research. First, further
exploration is needed on how to optimize the
design and implementation of green chemistry
courses under resource constraints. For
example, the use of virtual laboratories and
online learning platforms may be effective
ways to overcome resource limitations.
Additionally, future research could focus on
developing interdisciplinary green chemistry
courses that integrate chemical engineering
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with environmental science, economics, policy
studies, and other fields, fostering students'
comprehensive  analytical  abilities  and
interdisciplinary problem-solving skills.
Another important research direction is to
evaluate the long-term impact of green
chemistry education on students' -career
development. This includes not only their
professional performance in the chemical
industry but also their ability and willingness
to promote green chemistry practices in the
workplace. By tracking graduates' career paths
and job performance, a more comprehensive
understanding of the practical utility of green
chemistry education can be obtained, leading
to further improvements in teaching content
and methods.

Research could explore the adaptability of
green chemistry education across different
cultural contexts. Given the differences in
environmental policies and educational
systems between countries, the effectiveness of
green chemistry courses may vary. Comparing
teaching practices in different countries and
regions to identify best practices could provide
strong support for the global promotion of
green chemistry education.

References

[1] Burmeister, M., & Eilks, 1. (2012). A
systematic review of the green and
sustainable chemistry education. Journal
of Chemical Education, 89(3), 295-305.

[2] Etzkorn, F. A., & Ferguson, J. L. (2020).
Integrating ~ Green  Chemistry  into
Chemistry Education. Chemistry

Higher Education and Practice Vol. 1 No. 6, 2024

82

Education Research and Practice, 21(4),
1348-1355.

[3] Zhang, W., & Wang, X. (2023). Green
chemistry education and activity in China.
Journal of Cleaner Production, 278(2),
123-134.

[4] Guo, Y., & Chen, L. (2022). Exploration
of Quality Teaching Mode of Higher
Vocational Chemistry Education. Journal
of Vocational Education Studies, 19(3),
101-112.

[5] Gallucci, K., & Pearson, W. (2011).
Teaching students the complexity of green
chemistry and assessing learning outcomes.
Journal of Chemical Education, 88(8),
1076-1083.

[6] Kirchhoff, M. M. (2005). Promoting
sustainability through green chemistry.
Journal of Chemical Education, 82(4),
508-513.

[7] Haack, K. J., & Hutchison, J. E. (2005).
Greener Education Materials for Chemists
(GEMs): A database of green chemistry
curriculum materials. Journal of Chemical
Education, 82(10), 1481-1486.

[8] Anastas, P. T., & Zimmerman, J. B. (2003).
Design through the 12 principles of green
engineering. Environmental Science &
Technology, 37(5), 94-101.

[9] Xiao Gong.(2024),A Study on Talent
Cultivation  Strategies for Film and
Television Photography and Production
Professionals Oriented to Sports Specialty
Students in an Interdisciplinary Context,
Higher Education and Practice Vol. 1 No.
3.69-73





