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Abstract: With the international
development of China's film and television
industry, the demand for English

proficiency among film professionals has
increased. However, existing English
teaching models have not fully met the
practical needs of students, especially in
terms of language application in
professional contexts. This study aims to
explore effective English teaching models
and methods tailored to Chinese students,
helping them better navigate the challenges
of globalization. Based on the current state
of China's film industry, this research
analyzes the shortcomings of existing film
English instruction and proposes innovative
approaches such as student-centered
interactive teaching, project-based learning,
and technology-driven immersive teaching.
Through literature analysis and teaching
experiments, the study validates the
effectiveness of these models in enhancing
students' English proficiency. The results
indicate that these approaches improve
students' language skills and strengthen
their communication abilities in cross-
cultural film production. This research
offers new insights into film English
education in China, with significant
practical and applied value.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Research Background

In the context of globalization, the
international development of the film and
television industry has become increasingly
prominent. Companies and talents from all
over the world collaborate frequently in this
field, making language a key factor in cross-
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cultural communication. English, as an
essential tool for international cooperation,
plays a crucial role in the global film and
television industry [1]. Mastering English not
only helps professionals collaborate more
effectively across borders but also enhances
their competitiveness in career development.

For China’s film and television industry, as
Chinese films gain more international attention
through festivals and streaming platforms,
language proficiency remains a challenge,
especially in production, promotion, and
distribution stages. Being able to communicate
in English while accurately conveying Chinese
cultural content is an issue that needs
addressing. Meanwhile, students majoring in
film and television increasingly require
English skills to match their professional
aspirations [2]. Therefore, finding ways to
develop their practical English skills,
particularly in professional settings, is a focus
for both educators and industry stakeholders.

1.2 Significance of the Study

As China's film and television industry
continues to globalize, developing talents with
international competitiveness has become a
crucial educational task. English, being a
global lingua franca, plays an essential role in
cross-cultural communication and serves as a
key tool for professionals in the international
arena. Therefore, English instruction for film
and television students should not be limited to
traditional language learning. Instead, it should
emphasize the application of English in
specialized fields such as production,
distribution, and promotion.

For Chinese students, English instruction
needs to align with their specific learning
characteristics and the demands of the film
industry. By exploring innovative teaching
models and methods, educators can help
students use English in authentic film and
television contexts, enhancing their cross-
cultural communication skills and professional
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competitiveness [3]. The significance of this
study lies in its exploration of new models and
methods in film and television English
education, providing practical and targeted
strategies for Chinese students to adapt to the
globalized film environment.

1.3 Research Objectives and Methods

The purpose of this study is to explore
advanced teaching models and methods for
film and television English, focusing on the
characteristics of Chinese students' language
learning. The study aims to provide tailored
strategies that enable students to better face the
challenges of globalization in their
professional and educational journeys. Specific
objectives include: Analyzing the
shortcomings of existing English teaching
methods in film and television education and
proposing improvements; Investigating
teaching models and methods suitable for
Chinese students, particularly how to integrate
film and television materials into English
instruction; Verifying the effectiveness of
innovative teaching models through case
studies and offering suggestions for future

development.
The research methods will include literature
analysis, case studies, and teaching

experiments. Through analyzing the current
state of film and television English education
domestically and internationally, combined
with the specific learning needs of Chinese
students, this study will explore suitable
teaching models and methods for the Chinese
educational context.

2. Theoretical Foundations of Film and
Television English Teaching

2.1 Basic Concepts of Film and Television
English Teaching

Film and television English teaching is a
branch of English for Specific Purposes (ESP),
aimed at cultivating students' language skills in
the film and television industry, particularly in
cross-cultural communication and professional
expression. Unlike general English teaching,
film English instruction focuses not only on
basic language skills (listening, speaking,
reading, writing) but also on the use of
language in specific contexts, such as film
production [4], scriptwriting, and international
cooperation. By incorporating films, TV
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dramas, and documentaries into the curriculum,
students are exposed to diverse -cultural
backgrounds and industry-specific terminology,
which helps them improve their practical
language skills. Compared with general
English teaching, film English education is
more targeted and practical. Students not only
learn general English expressions but also need
to master specialized terms, dialogue, and
cultural background knowledge related to the
film industry, which is crucial for their future
entry into the international film market.

2.2 Interdisciplinary Theories in Film
English Teaching

The interdisciplinary nature of film English
teaching requires it to go beyond language
learning and integrate theories from film
studies and communication. The combination
of linguistics and film studies forms the
foundation of film English teaching. Film, as a
form of visual and auditory language, offers
rich material for language teaching through its
narrative methods and expressive techniques
[5]. For instance, elements such as dialogue,
narration, and subtitles in films not only
showcase language use but also reflect cultural
and social contexts, providing students with
multi-layered language learning opportunities.
By analyzing the use of language in films,
students can better understand the function and
role of language in different scenarios, thus
improving their language sensitivity and cross-
cultural communication skills.

In addition, the application of cognitive
linguistics in film English teaching is another
important theoretical foundation. Cognitive
linguistics suggests that language learning is
not merely the mechanical memorization of
grammar and vocabulary but also involves
understanding the cognitive structures behind
the language [6]. In film English teaching,
students learn not only the external forms of
language through films but also deepen their
understanding of language by engaging with
the cognitive information presented in film
plots and character interactions. For example,
by analyzing characters’ motivations and
emotional expressions, students can better
grasp the language’s context and cultural
background, enhancing their comprehension
and expressive abilities.

2.3 The Application of Second Language
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Acquisition
Teaching
Second language acquisition theory plays an

Theory in Film English

important role in guiding film English teaching.

Krashen’s Input Hypothesis emphasizes that
language learners can effectively acquire a
language through extensive comprehensible
input. This theory has been widely applied in
film English teaching. By watching films or
TV dramas, students can be exposed to
abundant comprehensible input that extends
beyond the limited language materials of the
classroom, encompassing real language
environments and cultural contexts. For
example, through observing characters’ body
language, tone of voice, and scene designs,
students can better understand how language is

used, thereby improving their language
acquisition efficiency.
At the same time, the Communicative

Approach and Task-Based Language Teaching
(TBLT) are also essential in film English
instruction. The Communicative Approach
emphasizes that the ultimate goal of language
learning is to enhance communicative
competence, and role-playing and situational
simulations in film English teaching are
designed to achieve this goal. For instance, by
having students imitate dialogue or recreate
classic scenes from films, they can practice
language in authentic settings, developing their
oral expression and cross-cultural
communication skills. Moreover, TBLT
involves setting specific language tasks, such
as adapting scripts or designing character
dialogues, which encourages students to
actively apply language in real-life tasks,
enhancing their initiative and creativity in
language use. Through these tasks, students
not only acquire language knowledge but also
improve their ability to apply language in real
situations, which is crucial for their future
careers in the film and television industry.

In conclusion, the theoretical foundations of
film English teaching include the application
of ESP, the integration of interdisciplinary
theories, and the guidance of second language
acquisition theory. These theories provide a
solid theoretical underpinning for film English
education while offering a practical framework
for instructional implementation. Guided by
these theories, educators can design more
scientific and effective teaching models that
help students master English language skills in
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the film and television industry, laying a strong
foundation for their professional development.

3. Exploration of Film and Television
English Teaching Models

3.1 Traditional Models

Television English Teaching
Traditional film and television English
teaching often adopts a teacher-centered
lecture-based model, where the teacher plays a
dominant role in transmitting language
knowledge, and students are passive recipients.
While this method can be effective in
conveying fundamental language knowledge, it
shows significant limitations in cultivating
students' practical application skills, especially
in oral expression and cross-cultural
communication. The grammar-translation
method, commonly used in traditional film
English teaching, helps students grasp
grammar rules and vocabulary meanings, but it
often neglects real-life application contexts [7].
As a result, students may struggle with fluency
and naturalness in actual communication. This

of Film and

method overemphasizes written accuracy
while overlooking the need for spoken
expression and contextualized learning,

making it somewhat inadequate for film
English education.

3.2 Advanced Models in Modern Film and
Television English Teaching

With the evolution of educational concepts and
teaching technologies, modern film English
teaching is shifting toward student-centered
interactive teaching. This model emphasizes
active  student participation, promoting
language application through interaction and
collaboration. Project-Based Learning (PBL) is
an effective modern teaching method, allowing
students to engage in real film projects, such as
scriptwriting or short film production, where
they apply English in practice, enhancing both
their language skills and professional abilities.
Blended learning, which combines classroom
teaching with online learning, is another
progressive model. Students can watch film
clips and conduct self-practice online, then
participate in in-depth discussions in class.
This approach not only increases learning
efficiency but also adds flexibility to the
learning process.
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3.3 Technology-Driven Film and Television
English Teaching Models

In recent years, technology-driven models
have been widely applied in film English
education [8]. Virtual Reality (VR) and
Augmented Reality (AR) provide immersive
language learning environments for students.
With VR and AR, students can immerse
themselves in real film shooting scenes,
simulate dialogues, or recreate scenarios,
thereby enhancing their language expression
and cross-cultural communication skills.
Additionally, Artificial Intelligence (AI) and
big data technologies enable personalized
learning paths. Al can provide tailored learning
plans and feedback based on each student's
progress and needs. The use of online
platforms for film clip analysis and discussion
has significantly enhanced interactivity in film
English education. Students can engage in real-
time discussions, share opinions, and improve
their language expression through instant
feedback from teachers. This technology-
driven teaching model offers more possibilities
for film English education, improving students'
learning experience and language application
skills.

4. Innovation in Film and Television English
Teaching Methods

4.1 Strategies for Using Film and Television
Materials in English Teaching

In film and television English teaching, films,
TV series, and documentaries provide rich
resources for language learning. These
materials present authentic contexts and
language use, helping students improve their
listening, speaking, and reading skills [9]. By
watching films, students can learn authentic
English expressions, understand the use of
language in different cultural backgrounds, and
grasp complex cultural contexts. Teachers can
select suitable film materials based on teaching
objectives and design targeted language
activities. Additionally, designing language
input and output activities based on cultural
background is essential. For example, teachers
can guide students in discussing cultural
differences and social issues shown in the
films, which sparks cross-cultural thinking.
Language output can be achieved through role-
playing or group discussions, allowing
students to apply what they’ve learned.
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4.2 Film Simulation in English Teaching
Film simulation is an effective method to
enhance students' language expression. Role-
playing encourages students to mimic
characters from films, re-enacting specific
dialogues, which improves their fluency and
accuracy in speaking [10]. During role-play,
students not only practice language use but
also need to understand the psychological
motivations and emotional expressions of the
characters, making it an excellent approach to
develop their comprehensive language skills.
Scene re-enactment, on the other hand, uses
classic film clips to reproduce specific scenes,
allowing students to grasp language structures,
tones, and cultural meanings embedded in the
film. Teachers can select appropriate scenes
based on the students’ language level and
guide them in re-enacting these scenes, which
enhances their ability to apply language in
real-life contexts.

4.3 Application of Multimodal Teaching in
Film English Teaching

Multimodal teaching integrates multiple
sensory inputs such as visual, auditory, and
linguistic  elements, which significantly
enhances language learning effectiveness. By
watching films, students can learn language
not only through dialogue but also by
interpreting visual cues (e.g., gestures,
expressions) and auditory elements (e.g., tone,
sound effects). Teachers can design
multimodal input activities to help students
integrate these sensory inputs. For instance, by
analyzing subtitles, students can compare
English subtitles with the original sound to
understand cultural differences in language
usage. Additionally, audio analysis helps
students master pronunciation, intonation, and
rhythm, which 1is crucial for improving
listening and speaking skills. Multimodal
teaching enriches the learning experience by
providing varied sensory stimulation, creating
a deeper and more effective language learning
process.

5. Optimization of Teaching Strategies for
Chinese Students

5.1 Common Problems Faced by Chinese
Students in Film English Learning

In film English learning, Chinese students
often encounter the following issues. First,
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difficulties with oral expression and listening
comprehension are common [11]. Due to a
lack of authentic language environments,
students may grasp vocabulary and grammar in
the classroom, but they often feel nervous and
unable to express themselves fluently in real
conversations. Moreover, the oral expressions
in films often contain cultural references,
accents, and slang, which pose challenges for
students in terms of listening comprehension,
especially in fast-paced dialogues or scenes
filled with cultural metaphors.

Second, the lack of cultural background
knowledge significantly impacts language
learning. Film works often contain many
cultural elements and expressions related to the
target language, and since Chinese students
generally have limited knowledge of Western
culture, history, and social customs, they may
struggle to understand the context and meaning
behind these elements. This difficulty leads to
challenges in accurately grasping the
language’s context and meaning, thus
hindering the improvement of cross-cultural
communication skills.

5.2 Teaching Strategies for Film English
Education for Chinese Students

To address the challenges Chinese students
face in learning film English, optimizing
teaching strategies is necessary. First, using
film-based teaching methods that stimulate
students’ interest can effectively enhance their
motivation to learn. By selecting movies or TV
shows that interest students and combining
them with language learning tasks such as role-
playing, scene re-enactment, or subtitle
translation, students can engage more actively
in the learning process, thereby improving
their language expression skills [12].

Second, incorporating cross-cultural teaching
strategies that integrate Chinese cultural
background into English learning is another
effective method. In teaching, instructors can
design activities for cross-cultural comparison
and analysis by combining Chinese culture
with English learning. For example, by
comparing cultural differences between
Chinese and Western films, students can learn
the foreign language in a familiar cultural
context, while deepening their understanding
of the target language culture. This approach
not only helps students comprehend the
language and plot of the films but also
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enhances their cross-cultural communication
awareness.

5.3 Optimization of Evaluation and
Feedback Mechanisms

To better assess students’ English proficiency,
diversified evaluation methods should be used
in teaching. Traditional written exams often
fail to fully reflect students’ actual language
abilities. Therefore, oral tests, writing
assignments, and screenplay  rewriting
exercises can provide students with more
opportunities to demonstrate their language
skills. Oral tests can evaluate students’ ability
to express themselves in real conversations,
while writing assignments can assess their
organizational skills in language use.
Rewriting film scripts can stimulate students’
creative thinking while testing their grasp of
linguistic details.

In addition, fostering students’ independent
learning abilities and establishing feedback
mechanisms are equally important. Teachers
can encourage students to engage in self-
directed learning outside the classroom by
watching films, mimicking character dialogues,
and participating in online discussions.
Regular feedback mechanisms allow students
to track their progress and focus on areas that
need improvement. Through diversified
evaluation and feedback systems, students can
enhance their language abilities more
comprehensively and strengthen their initiative
and effectiveness in independent learning.

6. Case Studies: Successful Practices in Film
and Television English Teaching

6.1 Successful Case Studies of Film and
Television English Teaching Domestically
and Internationally

In recent years, universities have explored
various approaches to film and television
English teaching with notable success. For
instance, a certain university has designed an
innovative film English course that integrates
language learning with film analysis and
production. The course includes scriptwriting,
role-playing, and film reviews, allowing
students to practice English in real-world
contexts while engaging with the creative
process of filmmaking.

Internationally, collaborative film projects
have also demonstrated the effectiveness of
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innovative English teaching methods. In these
projects, students from different countries
work together on film production, using
English as the primary language for
communication. This real-world collaboration
not only improves their English proficiency
but also helps them develop essential cross-
cultural communication skills.

6.2 Teaching Models and Methods from
Case Studies

One effective teaching method observed in
these case studies is the integration of film
creation into English learning. By involving
students in the entire filmmaking process, from
theory to practice, they not only learn English
in an engaging context but also develop
professional skills relevant to the industry.
Another key takeaway is the interdisciplinary
approach seen in film production simulations.
In this method, students from different
academic backgrounds collaborate, simulating
real film production environments. This
encourages the application of English in
technical discussions and creative exchanges,
enhancing both language proficiency and
practical skills.

7. Future Development and Outlook

7.1 Trends in Film and Television English
Teaching

The global film and television industry is
increasingly demanding multilingual talent, as
international collaborations become more
common. This has led to a growing emphasis
on language teaching that not only focuses on
English but also includes other languages.
Additionally, the integration of Al and big data
in English teaching is showing great potential
for personalized and adaptive learning. Al can
tailor learning plans based on individual
student needs, while big data analysis helps
track student progress and identify areas for
improvement, making language learning more
efficient and targeted.

7.2 Challenges and Opportunities for Film
English Teaching in China

China faces significant challenges in
improving the English proficiency of its film
and television professionals to meet the
demands of the international market. One key
issue is overcoming language barriers in cross-
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cultural communication and film cooperation.
To address these challenges, Chinese film
English education must focus on practical
language application and cultural
understanding. This can be achieved through
immersive learning experiences, international
exchange programs, and interdisciplinary
collaborations. By strengthening these areas,
Chinese film professionals will be better
equipped to succeed in the global market and
navigate the complexities of international film
projects.

8. Conclusion

8.1 Research Summary

This study has explored and practiced various
teaching models and methods for film and
television English education tailored to
Chinese students. The research analyzed the
common challenges faced by Chinese students,
such as difficulties in oral expression, listening
comprehension, and understanding cultural
nuances. By investigating traditional teaching
methods and proposing modern, student-
centered approaches, this study highlighted the
importance of integrating real film materials,
interactive learning tasks, and interdisciplinary
teaching strategies. Through project-based
learning and multimodal teaching, students are
encouraged to engage actively in language
practice, enhancing their practical language
skills and cross-cultural communication
abilities. The application of technology-driven
methods such as virtual reality (VR) and
artificial intelligence (Al) further enriches the
learning experience, providing personalized
and immersive learning environments. This
research underscores the need for dynamic and
adaptable teaching strategies that align with
both the linguistic and professional needs of
students in the globalized film and television
industry.

8.2 Suggestions for Future Research

To further enhance the cross-cultural
adaptability of film English teaching in China,
future research should focus on improving
methods that allow students to better navigate
the complexities of global communication.
This includes deeper exploration into how
cultural context influences language learning
and how to effectively bridge these gaps
through teaching. Additionally, more research
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is needed on how to maximize the
effectiveness of multimodal teaching tools,
such as the integration of visual, auditory, and
interactive elements in language instruction.
Emerging technologies, such as Al and big
data analytics, offer promising opportunities to
create more personalized and responsive
teaching methods. Future studies should also
explore innovative technology tools to
optimize language learning outcomes, tailoring
instructional design to meet the evolving
demands of both educators and students in the
increasingly interconnected world of film and
television.
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