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Abstract: This article focuses on the
construction and operation of the China-Laos
Railway and deeply explores its impact on the
regional economy, environment and society.
By analyzing the economic theoretical basis
of the China-Laos railway, this article reveals
its important role in promoting regional
connectivity and promeoting economic
integration. During the construction and
operation stages, the China-Laos Railway not
only optimized logistics efficiency, but also
stimulated the economic vitality of areas
along the line and accelerated the upgrading
of the industrial structure. Research has
found that the China-Laos railway has
brought significant economic benefits, while
also having a profound impact on the
environment and society. In terms of the
environment, the project has implemented a
number of ecological protection measures
and strives to achieve green development; at
the social level, the railway construction has
promoted cultural exchanges and improved
the living standards of local people. Based on
the above analysis, this article puts forward
policy recommendations aimed at further
leveraging the positive role of the China-Laos
Railway and promeoting regional sustainable
development. In the future outlook section,
the development trends of China-Laos
railway in regional economic cooperation,
green development, social integration and
other aspects are discussed, providing
directions for subsequent research. In short,
as an important part of the “One Belt, One
Road” initiative, the study of the economic
effects of the China-Laos Railway provides
theoretical basis and practical reference for
building a more open, inclusive, and balanced
regional economic pattern.
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1. Background and Purpose of the Study

1.1 Overview of the China-Laos Railway
Project

1.1.1 Construction of the China-Laos Railway
The construction process of the China-Laos
Railway is an important practice for China’s
railway technology to go overseas under
the“Belt and Road”initiative. Since the
foundation stone was laid in December 2016,
the construction of the China-Laos railway has
shouldered the important task of promoting
regional connectivity and deepening economic
cooperation between China and Laos. The
railway has a total length of 414 kilometers and
a design speed of 160 to 200 kilometers per hour.
It starts from Yuxi City in Yunnan Province,
China, passes through mountains and rivers, and
finally reaches Vientiane, the capital of Laos.
This magnificent project has gone through three
key stages of careful planning, painstaking
construction and rigorous testing, demonstrating
a model of international cooperation and
technological integration. During the planning
stage, experts from China and Laos conducted
multiple on-site inspections to fully evaluate the
feasibility of the line and ensure that railway
construction not only meets the needs of
economic development, but also takes into
account environmental protection and social
welfare. During the construction phase, faced

with complex and changeable geological
conditions, the construction team adopted
advanced  construction  technology  and

equipment to overcome numerous difficulties
and ensure project quality and safety. The
rigorous testing phase ensures the safety and
efficiency of the China-Laos Railway operation
and lays a solid foundation for its official launch.
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The construction of the China-Laos railway is
not only an arduous engineering project, but
also a valuable opportunity to deepen political
mutual trust, economic cooperation and cultural
exchanges between China and Laos.

1.1.2 Geographical and economic background of
the China-Laos Railway

The geographical and economic background of
the China-Laos Railway is an important factor
in its becoming a regional economic driving
force. From a geographical perspective, the
China-Laos Railway passes through Yunnan
Province in China and Laos, establishing a
connection between southwest China and the
internal market of Southeast Asia. This unique
geographical structure makes it a major hub
connecting the east and west ends of the Asian
continent in the Belt and Road Initiative. As the
gateway to southwest China, Yunnan Province
has rich natural resources and a superior
geographical location, while Laos is a
landlocked country in Southeast Asia with rich
mineral resources and tourism development
potential. The construction of the China-Laos
railway not only effectively connects these
resources with the market, but also promotes the
optimal allocation of resources and economic
complementarity in the region, driving the
development and prosperity of the overall
economy.

From an economic perspective, the construction
and operation of the China-Laos Railway have
had a profound and important impact on the
economic structure of the areas along the line.
First of all, the opening of the railway has
greatly improved the logistics efficiency of areas
along the line and effectively reduced
transportation costs, thereby providing an
efficient channel for the circulation of goods and
services within the region. This change not only
promotes the development of trade relations, but
also actively promotes an increase in investment
activities, especially for industries such as
manufacturing and agriculture that rely on
logistics  efficiency, bringing  significant
economic benefits. Secondly, the operation of
railways also promotes the industrial upgrading
of areas along the line, allowing more funds and
technology to be introduced, thus promoting the
optimization and improvement of the industrial
structure and accelerating the development of
the economy in a diversified direction. In
addition, the China-Laos Railway has also
activated the tourism industry in the areas along
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the route, enhanced the regional tourism
attractiveness, further promoted the growth of
consumption, and improved the living standards
of local residents. Finally, what cannot be
ignored is the positive impact of the
construction of the China-Laos railway on
environmental protection and social aspects. By
implementing ecological protection measures,
the railway project is closely integrated with the

concept of green development, laying the
foundation for regional sustainable
development.

1.1.3 The strategic significance of the

China-Laos Railway

The strategic significance of the China-Laos
Railway is not limited to the economic level, but
also lies in its multiple missions of regional
cooperation,  economic  integration  and
sustainable development. As an important
infrastructure linking China and Southeast Asia
under the Belt and Road Initiative, the
completion of the China-Laos Railway marks
the concrete implementation of the concepts of
co-construction, sharing, mutual benefit and
win-win between China and the countries along
the route. From the perspective of economic
cooperation, the strategic significance of the
China-Laos Railway is to promote regional
economic integration and accelerate regional
market integration and industrial collaboration.
The construction and operation of railways not
only optimize the regional logistics network and
improve the efficiency of the flow of goods and
people, but also bring emerging industries to the
areas along the line and promote the upgrading
and optimization of the industrial structure.
From the perspective of regional cooperation, it
promotes interconnection between China and
Southeast Asian countries, creates good
conditions for building a more open, inclusive
and balanced regional economic structure, and
provides physical and economic support for
achieving common prosperity in the region.
double support. During the construction and
operation process, the project implemented a
number of ecological protection measures,
striving to achieve economic benefits while also
taking into account environmental protection
goals.

1.2 Theoretical Practical
Significance

As a notable example of regional economic
cooperation under the Belt and Road Initiative,

Value and
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the construction and operation of the
China-Laos  Railway has  demonstrated
significant far-reaching impacts. From the

perspective of economic geography, the opening
of the China-Laos Railway has effectively
dismantled geographical barriers, facilitated the
flow of resources, and enhanced market
integration within the region, thereby affirming
the critical role of transportation infrastructure
in shaping economic spatial arrangements and
optimizing regional economic structures. This
case not only provides an empirical foundation
for understanding the significance of
interconnectivity in regional economies but also
deepens the comprehension of the "distance
decay" theory in economic geography.
Furthermore, the examination of the economic
effects of the China-Laos Railway has enriched
the theoretical framework of regional economics,
particularly in the discourse surrounding
regional economic integration theory [1]. The
construction of the railway has not only
strengthened economic ties among various
regions but has also expedited the process of
economic integration among the countries along
its route, offering a new case study for the field
of regional economics. By analyzing the role of
the China-Laos Railway in promoting trade,
attracting investment, and fostering industrial
cooperation, we can gain clearer insights into
the internal mechanisms of regional economic
integration and underscore the catalytic role of
infrastructure development in this process.
Additionally, this research provides empirical
material at the intersection of regional
economics and environmental economics,
further enhancing our understanding of the
concept of "green growth" within sustainable
development theory, and offering a valuable
basis for constructing a more environmentally
sustainable regional economic model.

2. The Economic Theoretical Basis of the
China-Laos Railway

2.1 The Relationship between Infrastructure
and Economic Growth

2.1.1 The direct effect of infrastructure on
economic growth

Infrastructure has a direct impact on economic
growth, making it a significant focus of
economic research. The effects of infrastructure
policies vary considerably across national,
regional, and local levels, with distinct
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directionality at each scale. At the national level,
infrastructure planning can create linkage effects,
effectively connecting diverse resources and
elements. At the regional level, the
configuration of infrastructure can illustrate
network effects, thereby enhancing connections
within the region. Conversely, at the local level,
infrastructure construction demonstrates
agglomeration effects, promoting the
concentrated development of economic and
social activities. Once established, infrastructure
is immovable and geographically specific,
reflecting the strategies, plans, and policies
developed and implemented by governments
and relevant departments at all levels to achieve
desired developmental objectives [2]. The
connection effect of infrastructure is primarily
manifested in the promotion of close
relationships among various elements within
land space, economic development, and social
operations through major projects. Regional
strategies are pivotal in advancing Chinese-style
modernization. The arrangement of
infrastructure not only embodies the effective
implementation of regional development
strategies in physical space but also serves as a
crucial mechanism for promoting regional
development. For instance, the opening of the
China-Laos Railway, supported by the 'One Belt,
One Road' initiative, has optimized the
infrastructure layout in areas along the route,
thereby expanding the strategic space for
national ~ development and  stimulating
endogenous growth in those regions. The
construction of the China-Laos railway has
significantly stimulated consumption growth in
the region and enhanced the living standards of
local residents [3]. By improving infrastructure,
the China-Laos Railway not only fosters
cooperative development among neighboring
countries but also establishes a crucial platform
for common development on a global scale [4].
The railway's construction has effectively
reduced both time and costs, thereby laying a
solid foundation for the open economic
development of the areas along its route. As a
vital link between southwest China and
Southeast Asia, the China-Laos Railway
accelerates the integration of regional markets,
facilitates the free flow of goods, capital, and
people, and hastens the process of regional
economic integration. Furthermore, the railway's
construction has stimulated industrial upgrading
in the surrounding areas, attracted increased
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investment in both capital and technical
resources, and promoted the optimization and
enhancement of the economic structure [5].
Within the framework of the integrated
development of the 'transportation and tourism'
model, railway construction plays a particularly
significant role in advancing the regional
tourism economy, rapidly fostering tourism
development in the areas along the line and
providing new pathways for regional economic
diversification and sustainable development
[6,7].

2.1.2 Indirect effects of
economic growth

The analysis of historical data indicates that
when countries and regions around the world
experience rapid economic growth, this growth
is often closely associated with large-scale
transportation infrastructure construction
occurring during the same period [8].
Specifically, the development of transportation
infrastructure has significantly enhanced the
production efficiency of relatively
underdeveloped areas by facilitating the
diffusion of factors, resources, and technology
to peripheral regions. The indirect effects of this
infrastructure on economic growth are primarily
reflected in its long-term impacts on regional
economic structures, market environments,
social well-being, and environmental quality [9].

infrastructure on

By influencing the spatial distribution of
economic factors, transportation infrastructure
can reshape a region's spatial structure.
Furthermore, while it fosters agglomeration
economies, the effects of transportation
infrastructure construction may vary
significantly across different regions and

industries. Fundamentally, the construction of
transportation infrastructure creates a dynamic
comparative advantage at the regional level by
enhancing benefits at both the manufacturer and
regional levels, thereby promoting the
concentration of manufacturers in core areas
through strengthened local market effects [10].
In the study of spatial economics, infrastructure
construction significantly influences the price
index effect. As the concentration of
manufacturers in a core area increases and the
variety of goods becomes more abundant, the
equilibrium price index of products in that area
tends to decrease. At the level of the industrial
chain, the increased agglomeration of upstream
manufacturers in core areas, coupled with a
diversification of commodity types, further
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reduces the equilibrium commodity price index
faced by downstream  industries. As
transportation costs decline and the convenience
and efficiency of transportation improve, the
industrial agglomeration driven by the local
market effect intensifies the price index effect in
core areas, thereby promoting further
agglomeration of manufacturers and creating a
positive feedback loop. Additionally, the price
index  effect possesses  self-reinforcing
characteristics, which lead to a continuous
decrease in the price index within the core area.
However, traditional new economic geography
models often overlook the costs associated with
cross-regional migration of enterprises. While
goods flowing across regions are affected by
iceberg costs. real economic activities also incur
certain flow costs for the cross-regional
movement of production factors, including
talents, labor, capital, and information.
Consequently. the impact of transportation on
production factors manifests in two primary
ways: first, it reduces the flow costs of the
production factors themselves second, as
transportation costs decrease, the selling prices
of products from other regions in the local
market also decline, further reducing the
regional price index. As a crucial source of
agglomeration economies, the price index effect.
similar to the local market effect. exhibits
path-dependent characteristics [11].

2.2 Economic Effects of Regional Economic
Integration

As a significant infrastructure project within the
framework of the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP), the China-Laos
Railway has played a vital role. It not only
effectively reduces logistics costs but also
significantly enhances the efficiency of customs
clearance for goods, thereby creating broader
market opportunities for enterprises in the
regions along the route. This development
promotes both the growth of trade volume and
the optimization of trade structure [12].
Although the construction of economic corridors
can be theoretically categorized into distinct
development stages, the actual progress of each
stage is often uneven. For instance, the
economic corridor between China and the
Indochina Peninsula can be understood in a
narrow sense as being based on the Pan-Asian
Railway network, which can be further divided
into three lines: eastern, central, and western.
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Currently, only the construction of the
China-Laos Railway and the China-Thailand
Railway along the central line has made notable
progress. However, this does not imply that the
economic corridor can advance to the next stage
of development solely upon the full completion
of the Trans-Asian Railway network. In fact,
following the completion of the China-Laos
Railway, it is essential to establish cooperation
rules and mechanisms between China and Laos.
The theoretical foundation of contemporary
international economic cooperation is the
principle of comparative advantage, which
fundamentally aims to eliminate trade and
investment barriers between nations while
promoting the development and utilization of
each  country's comparative advantages.
However, many developing nations, particularly
the least developed ones, often lack the
necessary comparative advantages to effectively
engage in the international division of labor. The
establishment of economic corridors offers these
countries new comparative advantages, thereby
addressing the issue of uneven regional
development. This process of generating new
advantages embodies the equitable perspective
on justice and interests advocated by the "One
Belt, One Road" initiative, highlighting the
transfer of interests among nations—whether
through giving more and taking less, giving
without taking, or giving first and taking
later—all of which represent reasonable interest
transfers between countries. In light of such
interest transfers, fostering the sustainable
development of economic corridor construction
emerges as both a significant theoretical concern
and an urgent practical issue. If unconditional
benefit transfers are implemented
indiscriminately, the Belt and Road Initiative
risks devolving into a mere foreign aid program.
Therefore, it is essential to integrate the creation
of new advantages with the development and
utilization of existing comparative advantages,
while  simultaneously = harmonizing  the
approaches of giving more and taking less (a
certain degree of benefit transfer), giving
without taking (foreign aid), and equal giving
and taking (standard business cooperation) to
achieve a synergistic effect of "1+1+1>3."
Consequently, establishing a cooperation
mechanism for the sustainable development of
the China-Laos railway and forming a
corresponding support system in areas such as
benefit distribution, financing, taxation, safety
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guarantees, and dispute resolution is of

paramount importance.

3. Construction and Operation of the
China-Laos Railway

The project planning and design stage of the
China-Laos Railway exemplifies a deep
consideration of regional economic impacts and
long-term development strategies. Within the
context of globalization, railway construction
plays a crucial role in the Belt and Road
Initiative. Furthermore, many of our country's
railway technologies have been extensively
utilized in overseas markets, demonstrating
significant achievements in the implementation
of the "going global" strategy.

The China-Laos Railway is a significant
construction project under the framework of the
"Cooperation of the China-Laos Economic
Corridor (2019-2030)" agreement signed by the
Government of China. This railway represents
the first joint investment initiative between
China and Laos, with a stock ratio of 70% and
30%,  respectively, and is  operated
collaboratively. Additionally, the railway has
become a crucial transportation backbone
connecting China and the ASEAN region. As
outlined in the Implementation Plan for the
"Belt and Road Initiative of the Laos-China
Railway"—an emblematic project symbolizing
friendship between China and Laos—the
railway commenced construction on December
25, 2016, and was officially opened for
operation on December 3, 2021. The railway
begins in Kunming City, Yunnan Province,
China, and terminates in Vientiane City, Laos,
spanning a total length of 1,035 kilometers. It
serves both passenger and freight transport,
featuring 45 stations along its route and a design
speed of 160 kilometers per hour. The railway
traverses mountainous terrain in western Yunnan
and northern Laos, with the Laotian section
accounting for 62.7% of the total length. It
crosses several water systems, including the
Mekong River. The complex topography and
high mountains posed significant challenges
during construction. Chinese participating units
collaborated closely throughout the project,
effectively addressing various difficulties and
pandemic-related challenges by employing
innovative technologies to ensure that the
engineering construction proceeded in a
scientific, orderly, and efficient manner. The
completion of the China-Laos Railway marks a
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significant milestone for Laos in Southeast Asia,
as it becomes the first country to operate EMU
trains. This achievement has not only injected
new vitality into Laos' economic and social
development but also established a foundation
for enhancing the convenience and efficiency of
regional transportation. Since the operation of
both the old and new Chinese railways
commenced, operational data has shown a
continuous increase, with a total of 16.4 million
passengers transported and 21 million tons of
goods moved, demonstrating robust
transportation capabilities. Furthermore, the
number of cross-border EMU train pairs has
reached 61, successfully transporting 25,000
cross-border passengers. The extensive impact
of this railway extends to the transportation of
goods across 25 provinces and cities. Initially
dominated by rubber and department store
goods, the range of transported items has
expanded to nearly 2,100 types, further
facilitating trade among countries along the Belt
and Road Initiative. The China-Laos Railway
offers significant advantages in terms of safety,
stability, timeliness, and convenience,
fundamentally = transforming  the  cargo
transportation model that previously relied on
highways. This transformation not only
enhances transportation efficiency but also
fosters greater economic interaction and
cooperation between the two countries. Notably,
during the project planning and design phase,
the team thoroughly considered various factors,
including economic, social, and environmental
influences, which laid a solid foundation for the
project's long-term success and the region's
sustainable development. In summary, the
China-Laos Railway not only greatly enhances
transportation capacity between China and Laos
but also promotes the deep integration of the
economic and social landscapes of both nations,
providing crucial support for regional economic
integration and sustainable development [13].
Through such infrastructure construction, both
parties can achieve common prosperity in
economic development and social progress.

In the operation and management of the
China-Laos Railway, a specialized company has
been established as the primary operator
responsible  for the daily  operations,
maintenance, and management of the railway.
This operating company is formed through joint
investment from China and Laos, reflecting the
shared commitment and responsibility of both
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parties in railway projects. The establishment of
this operational entity not only ensures the
efficient functioning of the China-Laos Railway
but also fosters technical and experiential
exchanges between the two countries in railway
management. In terms of management
mechanisms, the China-Laos Railway adopts
modern management concepts and establishes a
comprehensive operational management system.
There are 14 identified risk factors in the
management of the China-Laos Railway, which
can be categorized into five levels [14]. To
mitigate the operational risks associated with the
China-Laos Railway, it is essential to enhance
the relevant policies and legal frameworks to
ensure their effectiveness and compliance. To
address issues and cultural differences arising
from multinational operations, the operating
company has implemented a set of efficient
communication mechanisms, including regular
multinational ~ conferences, joint training
programs, and information-sharing platforms.
These initiatives ensure that both Chinese and
Lao parties maintain a high degree of
coordination in operational management.
Drawing on the successful experiences of the
Kunming-Mo-Musch  custody model, the
operational entity and management mechanism
of the China-Laos Railway have also explored
new pathways for cross-border logistics
development [15]. To enhance the international
cargo transportation capacity of the Chinese and
Lao railways, it is essential to establish a
coordination mechanism for domestic and
overseas transportation organizations. By
optimizing the efficiency of these organizations,
delays during transportation can be minimized,
thereby improving the overall service level and
response speed of logistics. The management
mechanism of the Chinese and Lao Railway
actively aligns with this strategy. This involves
establishing close connections with the railway
departments of the countries along the route,
coordinating joint cargo transportation plans,
optimizing transportation routes, achieving rapid
customs clearance, and facilitating efficient
goods transportation. These efforts aim to
enhance trade cooperation within the region and
provide greater convenience for regional trade
[16].

4. Environmental and Social Impacts of the
China-Laos Railway
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4.1 Climate Change Adaptation Analysis

In addressing the challenge of climate change,
the China-Laos Railway project team
implemented a range of effective strategies to
enhance adaptability and improve the project's
resilience against risks. Firstly, during the
design phase, the team comprehensively
optimized the track and bridge structures to
ensure they can withstand increased wind and
hydraulic pressures resulting from potential
extreme weather events in the future [16]. For
instance, the bridge design fully incorporates
hydrological and meteorological data, enabling
it to withstand a century-level flood, thereby
enhancing overall safety and stability.
Throughout the construction and operational
phases, the project team adhered to principles of
green and low-carbon development, vigorously
adopting clean energy sources. This approach
significantly —improved energy utilization
efficiency and reduced greenhouse gas
emissions. Notably, the use of solar and wind
energy in both railway construction and daily
operations not only aligns with the global trend
toward sustainability but also contributes to
local environmental protection. Additionally, the
China-Laos Railway Project established an
advanced climate monitoring system capable of
real-time climate change monitoring and early
warning issuance. This system allows the
project team to adaptively adjust operational
strategies in response to specific climate risk
changes, thereby minimizing the impact of
extreme weather on railway operations. In
summary, through design optimization, the
application of green technologies, and the
establishment of a climate monitoring system,
the China-Laos Railway has effectively
enhanced its capacity to adapt to climate change,
ensuring stable operations and safety under
extreme weather conditions. To ensure railway
safety, it is crucial to monitor changes in rainfall
and temperature. This practice facilitates
real-time understanding of climate conditions,
thereby providing essential data support for safe
railway operations. Concurrently, the
China-Laos Railway has comprehensively
considered the potential impacts of climate
change in all aspects of its design, construction,
and operation. This proactive approach ensures
that the railway system can effectively address
future climate challenges while mitigating
environmental threats to railway safety.
Furthermore, the adoption of green and
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low-carbon technologies, along with the
establishment of a climate risk management
system, not only minimizes the negative impact
of railway operations on the environment but
also significantly enhances the resilience of the
railway system. In summary, the measures
implemented by the China-Laos Railway have
established a solid foundation for its long-term
safe operation and provided robust support for
the sustainable development of regions along
the route. These practices and experiences will
serve as valuable references for the planning and
implementation of infrastructure projects in the
context of future global climate governance.

4.2 Social Impact and Community
Development

The construction and operation of the
China-Laos Railway have generated

unprecedented economic opportunities for the
communities along its route. In terms of
investment and industrial agglomeration, the
railway has attracted a significant influx of both
domestic and foreign capital. The areas adjacent
to the railway have emerged as hotspots for
investment, owing to their unique locational
advantages. Regarding employment and skills
training, numerous job opportunities have been
created for local communities [17]. Notably,
during the construction phase of the railway,
positions in construction, engineering, and
management provided employment for local
residents and improved the overall employment
structure. Once the railway entered its
operational phase, there was a marked increase
in demand for railway services, maintenance,
logistics, and other related industries, further
generating additional jobs in the surrounding
areas. Additionally, in terms of market and trade
expansion, enterprises in these communities
have benefited from a broader market space,
which has facilitated the growth of trade,
optimized trade structures, and accelerated the
economic integration process within the region.

The construction and operation of the
China-Laos Railway have not only stimulated
the economic vitality of communities along the
route but have also triggered profound social
and cultural changes, promoting cultural
exchanges and integration between regions. This
railway serves not merely as a physical
transportation link but as a conduit for cultural
exchange, deepening mutual understanding and
friendship between the people of China and
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Laos. It provides a platform for cultural
exchange and mutual learning between the two
countries. Communities along the railway,
particularly in Laos, have benefited from the
openness and exchanges fostered by the railway,
resulting in significant changes to their social
and cultural landscapes [18-20]. By promoting
cultural exchanges, enhancing the education
system, adjusting agricultural structures, and
improving social inclusiveness, the railway
brings long-term social and cultural benefits to
the areas along its route.

5. Policy Recommendations and Future
Prospects for the China-Laos Railway
Initially, it is essential to focus on innovation in
operating models. As a transnational railway, the
operational model of the China-Laos Railway
must consider the policy differences and market
characteristics of both countries while
enhancing responsiveness to market demand
through the establishment of a more flexible
operating mechanism. The construction of the
Kunming Assembly Center, propelled by the
dual forces of intensive operations and brand
effect, has significantly improved the efficiency
of cross-border transportation on the China-Laos
Railway, serving as a successful case for
optimizing operational strategies. Additionally,
initiatives such as the development of the
Mohan Smart Port and the promotion of the
'Express Railway' model have effectively
enhanced the functionality of the China-Laos
Railway's 'golden channel,' facilitating cargo
transportation that transitions from smooth to
efficient, from efficient to rapid, and ultimately
to high-quality service. To further optimize
operations, refined management practices
should be implemented to minimize unnecessary
expenses while improving operational efficiency
and resource utilization. Concurrently, the
inherent location advantages of the China-Laos
Railway should be fully leveraged to explore
diversified income sources, such as the
development of logistics support services and
tourism, alongside other non-transportation
ventures, thereby enhancing the comprehensive
economic benefits of the railway.

Looking ahead, the Ilong-term economic
potential of the China-Laos Railway will
primarily be evident in several key areas:
deepening regional economic integration,
facilitating the upgrading of industrial structures,
fostering regional social integration, and
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enhancing global competitiveness.
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